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, Chosen is fine of-tJij most ancient and romantic 
cormti-res in the Onertfc. One* the hermit kingdom, she 
<s< has »t-last'been aiviSftahW frojii lier long slumbers and 
is now ieeping up with tVife rest of the civilized world. 
Centimes ago Ohoiet* 1 -was a greatly advanced nation. 
She tanght-Japait: many things and was even the medi¬ 
um • of intmkMuig 4k* 4ftdian and Chinese culture to 
the Island Empire. Unfortunately, most of her an¬ 
cient arts have since disappeared and vestiges only are 
to be found in the tombs and old temples still remain¬ 
ing in the country. 

Chosen is a land worth visiting from many points 
of view. First of all, it has the best climate in the 
East, dry and exhilarating most of the time, and those 
suffering from the over-humidity in rainy Japan find 
relief in Chosen where blue sky and transparent air 
continue for weeks on end. Next, it abounds in scenic 
features, some of which, if not so beautiful as those in 
Japan, yet far surpass them in grandeur and mag¬ 
nificence. 

According to the latest official investigation the 
population of Chosen is 19,015.000 in round numbers. 



Included in these figures are 424,000 Japanese and 
47,000 foreigners of whom 90 per cent-, are Chinese. 
The density per square n is about 1,300. 

Twenty-five years ago Chosen was still controlled 
by her old goverinent and ancient culture, and every¬ 
thing was out of touch with the times. Slowly and 
steadily reforms were ushered in under the new regime, 
and as the result modern schools and hospitals have 
been established in various places, thousands of new 
roads constructed throughout the country, railway 
lines extended to all important centres, and afforest¬ 
ation of bald and denuded hills carried out on the 
widest scale so that everywhere healthy young trees 
can bo seen. Thus in the course of recent years condi¬ 
tions in Chosen have undergone a great transformation 
and it appears that the country itself lias turned over 
a new leaf. The following pages give brief sketches 
of the principal centres and places of interest in Chosen 
for the information of the general public. 
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KEIKI PROVINCE 


Keiki Province, one of the 13 provinces into which 
Chosen is divided, lies in the heart of the country and 
embraces an area of 1,170,000 cholm of which 30 per 
cent, is occupied by arable land and 00 per cent, by- 
forest land. It contains 2 cities and 20 districts, which 
latter are subdivided into 247 towns and villages, and 
has at. present a population of 1,918,000. 

The entire production in the province is estimated 
at 249,600,000 yen a year, of which industry ranks 
first with an output of 136,000,000 yen and agricul¬ 
ture next with 108,000,000 yen, followed by forest pro¬ 
duction worth 4,000,000 yen. Rice and tobacco are 
among the chief items of produce. 

Keijo, or Seoul, the scat of the Government-General, 
is situated about the middle of the peninsula near the 
western coast, It is a city of great natural beauty 
with the lofty peaks of Ilokkan-San on the north and 
tlia green hill of Xan-San on the south, while the River 
Han skirts it on the south-west, thus making it a very 
suitable site for the capital of a country. As the 
capital of old Korea for many centuries, it abounds 
in palaces, gates, tombs, and other sights of historic 
or romantic interest, all proclaiming the glory and 
misery of by-gone days. 

Under the new regime the city has been greatly mod- 
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cruized and during recent years has made tremendous 
municipal development as is evidenced by the increase 
in up-to-date buildings, improved streets, and cul¬ 
tural institutions, as well as by the various facilities, 
such as waterworks, tramways, electric light, gas, tele¬ 
phone, etc., provided for civilized life, and in its en¬ 
tirely new aspect Keijo stands comparison with any of 
the large cities in the Orient. The population is 300,000, 
of which 78 000 are Japanese, 4,300 Chinese, and 400 
other nationalities. 

Important, offices and establishments are: Prince Yi 
Household, Government-General, Provincial Office, City- 
Office, Post Office, Telephone Office, Supreme Court, 
Government Hospital, Red Cross Hospital, Keijo Uni¬ 
versity, Higher Technical School, Higher Commercial 
School, Radio Broadcasting Office, Law College, Medi¬ 
cal College, Normal School, Central Laboratory, Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, Public Hall, Library, Museum, 
Bank of Chosen, Chosen Industrial Bank, Oriental 
Development Company, Chosen .Mail Steamship Com¬ 
pany, Keijo Railway Station, Chosen Hotel, Keijo Ex¬ 
change, Keijo Nippo Office (newspaper), Keijo Theatre 
Mitsnkoshi Department Shop, Chojiya Tailor’s Sliop, 
Hirata Department Simp, etc. 

Kaijo, otherwise called Soug-do, 45 miles north-west 
of Keijo, was the capital of Korea for nearly five cen¬ 
turies until 1384 when its premier position was sur¬ 
rendered to Keijo on the rise of the Yi Dy-nasty. 



Being an ancient town it contains many interesting 
scenes and relics, while it is noted as the home of 
Korean ginseng, the production of which now amounts 
to two million yen a year, and also as the chief pro¬ 
ducer of Chosen shoehu (distilled spirit). Peaches 
grown here have the credit of being large and very 
sweet. The population is 46,000 including 1,400 Ja¬ 
panese and ‘200 Chinese and other foreigners, 

Jinsen (Chemulpo), 24 miles west of Keijo, is the 
second port in Chosen and was opened to trade in 1883 
under the Japanese-Korean agreement then entered in¬ 
to. While the harbour is sheltered by Getsubito and 
Shato, islands lying across its entrance, it suffers con¬ 
siderable inconvenience in the anchoring and unloading 
of ships due to the difference between ebb and flow tide 
which averages as much as 33 feet; to overcome which 
the construction of a lock-gate dock after the pattern 
of the Panama Canal was started in 11)11 and com¬ 
pleted in 1918. The dock lias a water area large and deep 
enough to accommodate 3 steamers of 4,500 tons at one 
time. A regular service is maintained between Jinsen 
and the chief ports in West Japan and North China, 
and the value of imports and exports combined reach¬ 
ed 148,700,000 yen in 1926. Getsubi-to, pleasingly 
situated and joined by a long embankment to the town 
standing on the sides of an undulating hill forming a small 
headland, is famous for its cherry-blossoms and bathing ac¬ 
commodation, each attracting many visitors in the season. 



Population 53,000, of which Japanese number 11,500, 
and Chinese and other foreigners 2,000. The chief 
establishments are: City Office, District- Office, Police 
Station, Local Branch Court, Observatory, Wireless 
Station, Custom-house, Coastguard, Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, Bice Exchange, Public Hall, Library, Com¬ 
mercial Sehool, Girls’ High School, etc. 

Yeitoho, 5 miles south of Keijo, is the junction for 
the Keijo-Jinsen Line. Here passengers coming from 
the south have to change cars for Jinsen. The town, 
situated in a large, rich plain watered by the Kan-lso, 
is steadily developing industrially, and engages in sev¬ 
eral manufactures, the chief of which are weaving and 
tanning, each with an output of a million yen. Outside 
the town is a beautiful hill called Senyu-ho. Population, 
<‘>,100 including 900 Japanese and 100 Chinese. 

Suigen, 2G miles south of Keijo, is an old town en¬ 
circled by a massive stone wall -some 20 feet high 
pierced by four great, gates aud unique in the impress¬ 
iveness of its architecture, though nearly all is now 
in a ruinous state. West of the town is a beautiful 
lake called Seiko with a pavilion on its hank which 
is a favourite resort for anglers in summer and skaters in 
winter. Suigen, with its clear rivulets and luxuriant 
growth of pine trees, is one of the prettiest places 
in the country. Once Suigen was the seat- of the 
provincial government- and remained so until 1910 



when transfer was made tn ICeijo. Among the public 
establishments the most noteworthy are the Model 
Farm and Higher Agricultural-Forestry School, both 
under Government management. Population 10,500 in¬ 
cluding 1,900 Japanese. 

NORTH CHUSEI PROVINCE 

Xorth Chusei Province is situated south of the met¬ 
ropolitan province and comprises 10 districts subdivid¬ 
ed into HO towns and villages. Being entirely in¬ 
land all efforts in the province are directed to land 
produce, and above all to the laising of various im¬ 
proved crops of which the most important next to rice 
are cotton, tobacco, and cocoons. Population 82(3,700. 

Seishu, 13 miles by rail from Choehiiu on the main 
line, is the provincial capital and has many public 
offices and schools. The town is served by telephone, 
electric light, and waterworks, while in and around it 
are parks and other rural .sights worth a visit. A 
sub-branch of the Monopoly Bureau Is situated in it. 
Population 10,000 including 1,800 Japanese. 

Chushu is 43 miles east of Seishu and can he reached 
by motor-bus. The town is located in one corner of a 
fertile plain where the Tasseu meets the greater Kan-ho, 
and is noted as one of the chief producers of tobacco. 
Population 6,000 including 800 Japanese. 
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SOUTH CHUSEI PROVINCE 

Smith Chusei Province, situated to the south of Keiki 
Province along the western coast, comprises 14 districts 
with 175 towns and villages. Though a hilly pro¬ 
vince, the southern part of it. traversed by the Kin-ko 
is Hat and fertile. The chief agricultural products are 
rice, wheat-, and beans, and the output of industries is 
estimated at over 10,000,000 yen. Population 1,226,- 
000 . 

Chochiin, 80 miles south of Iveijo, is an important 
centre for traffic between North and South Chusei pro¬ 
vinces. Being situated in a large fertile plain it- is 
rich in agricultural products- The population is 6,000 
of which Japanese number 1,000. 

Koshu, the seat of the provincial government, is 16 
miles south-west of Chochiin on the main line and is 
accessible by motor-bus in one hour and a half. From 
here roads branch off to the east, south, and west, while 
the Kin-ko is available for passage by boat to the sea. 
Koshu was founded in the days of Pakjeh and in the 
neighbourhood are to be seen several places of interest 
replete with legend and romance. Population 10,000 
including 1,800 Japanese and ICO Chinese and other 
foreigners. 

Taiden, 103 miles from Keijo, is the junction for the 
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Honan Line, and the commercial centre, next to Taiku, 
of the middle south. In 1903, when the Kei-Fu main 
line was completed, there were but few Japanese fami¬ 
lies in the town, hot it lias since grown so rapidly 
that it has now 9,500 inhabitants including (5,500 Jap¬ 
anese. Seven miles west is the hot-spring of Jojyo 
situated among charming hills. The place being quite 
new does not yet attract many visitors, but it. will 
undoubtedly become popular before long. Its waters 
are said to possess a larger amount- of radium emana¬ 
tion than those of any other spa in Chosen. A few 
miles farther on is Keiryusan, a beautiful mountain 
with a famous temple on it. 

Ronsan is an important centre for local traffic. Roads 
traversed by a motor-bus service lead from it to Ko- 
sliu and Fuyo, the latter being the old capital of Pak- 
jeh, and a tributary of the Kin-ko Hows through the 
town. In the neighbourhood are found many relics 
of the Pakjeli period. Population 3,300 including 500 
Japanese. 

Kokei is situated on the left bank of the Kin-ko. The 
surrounding country yields rice in abundance and the 
town has one of the three largest rice markets in all 
Chosen. South of the town stands a picturesque hill 
named Saiun-san with the Kin-ko winding below it, 
and the view obtained from its top is simply superb. 
Population 9,750 including 1,600 Japanese. 
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NORTH ZENRA PROVINCE 

North Zenra Province situated in the south-west, of 
Chosen, consists of 1 city and 14 districts, which 
are again divided into 188 towns and villages. Its 
north eastern part is mountainous hut the rest of the 
province is mostly Hat and fertile. From of old, 
North Zenra has been known as the home of Korean 
rice, the yearly output of it being now estimated at 
1,700,000 kokn Throughout the province modern 
irrigation works are in evidence, the largest being 
Yekiyoku and Toshin, and where they operate many 
improved farms arc to be seen. Population 1,318,- 
000 . 

Riri is tire junction for the Ivunean and Zenshu 
Lines. Before the ojiening of the railway Riri was an in¬ 
significant town, but is now a traffic centre and has a 
population of 9,700 including 1,600 Japanese. The 
town shows every sign of attaining great prosperity 
with the increase in commercial facilities. 

Zenshu, the provincial capital, is situated 10 miles 
south-east of Riri in a fertile plain forming one of 
the best rice-produeiiig districts in Chosen, and during 
the harvest season golden wave in the wind as far ears 
as eye can reach. Apart from rice, sericulture and paper 
manufacture flourish, while ginger and persimmons are 
also grown in large quantities and enjoy high credit 
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for their pleasant flavour. Roads busy with country 
traffic radiate in all directions from this centre. Popu 
lation 21,800 including 4,000 Japanese. 

Kunsan, 14 miles from Riri on the main line, is situ¬ 
ated on the bank of the Kin-ko near its mouth. One 
of the leading ports in the peninsula it was open¬ 
ed iu 1899 and now conducts regular shipping ser¬ 
vices to other Korean ports and to Japan and China. 
Near by are several fishing centres while in the rear 
of the town stretch the vast districts of Zenshu and 
Kokei, known as the granary of Chosen. Kunsan’s 
greatest, if not its only export, is rice, and in the sea¬ 
son the entire town presents a scene of animated bustle. 
In the town are found many rice-cleaning mills and 
along the water front many godowns. Kunsan Park 
is on a hill in its eastern part and affords the visitor 
a bird’s eye view of the town and its environs of ru¬ 
ral beauty. Population 22,500 including 7,500 Japan¬ 
ese. 


Seiyu is an important marketing centre on the Ken¬ 
an Line in close commercial touch with neighbouring 
towns. Population 8,700 of which 10 per cent, are 
Japanese. Seven miles to the south-east is Naizo-San, 
a group of hills and ravines of such wild, fantastic 
scenery that it is sometimes called the Kongo of the 
south. Among the hills are found cooling waterfalls, 
one of which is 80 feet high, and many classic tem- 
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pies, the largest, of' which is Naizo-san 


SOUTH ZENRA PROVINCE 


South Zeura Province forms the southern corner of 
the peninsula aiul consists of 1 city, 1 island, and 21 
districts, the latter being subdivided into 268 towns 
and villages. The coast is deeply indented and stud¬ 
ded with innumerable islands, the largest of which is 
Saishu-to or Quelpart. The sea abounds in a great 
variety of fish. The greater part of the province is 
watered by the Eiran-ko, has rich soil, and is suitable 
for cultivation. The climate is very mild though 
rainy days are rather many. Hence South Zenra is noted 
throughout Chosen as the chief producer of rice, wheat, 
cotton, and layer, a fact, suggesting how favoured the 
province is by nature. Population 420,000. 

Shoteri is an important commercial town on the 
Knnan Line and the junction for a short line to Kwoshu. 
In the country around peppermint is extensively cul¬ 
tivated. Population 9,400 including 1,100 Japanese. 

Kwoshu, about 8 miles east of Shoteiri, is the seat 
of the provincial government. It has a population of 
22,000 of which Japanese number 4,000, and foreigners 
200. South-east of the town is Muto-san, the highest 
mountain in the province. Craggy hills cluster around 
it and waterfalls tumble down its sides, while at its 


12 



foot is ail old temple founded in the days of Sinla. 
The town has various public offices, schools, banks, and 
business houses, and is provided with many of the 
facilities of civilization. 

Mokpo is the terminus of the Ivmau Tune and occu¬ 
pies a very important place in the Korean shipping 
trade. The port was opened in 1897 and derives its 
prosperity from the rich lands lying behind it. The 
harbour is snugly sheltered by nature by a bill on the 
north-west, a promontory on the south-east, and an is¬ 
land at: its entrance, and the water is dee]), even at 
low tide, so that ships of 15,000 tons can cast anchor 
close in shore. It has a regular steamship line plying 
to other Korean ports and to Japan proper. Haw 
cotton, grain, and marine products are the chief ar¬ 
ticles of export, and in the cotton season one sees “mount¬ 
ain high” heaps of goods on the shore. On a small 
hill to the south-east of the railway station is a 
Japanese shrine surrounded, by a park. The hill was 
originally an island but is now connected with the main¬ 
land through the process of nature. The whole hill is 
covered with pine, cherry, and maple trees, attracting 
many visitors. Population 27,500 including 7,200 Japanese. 

Reisui is a good port lying midway between Fusan 
and Mokpo, and is a centre for the distribution of 
goods by means of a regular shipping line from it to 
other southern ports and even to "West Japan. It is 
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now planned to construct a railway along the southern 
coast and on completion of it the port will assume a 
position of greater importance. Reisui has picturesque 
surroundings and a genial climate which make it a 
pleasant resort for all seasons. Population 14,500 in¬ 
cluding 1,600 Japne.se. 

NORTH KEISHO PROVINCE 

Xorth Keisho Province is bounded by the sea on the 
east, and comprises 1 city, 1 island, and 22 districts 
with 118 towns and villages. The western part of 
the province watered by the Rakuto-ko is fertile and 
well adapted to agricultural pursuits. The chief prod¬ 
ucts are rice, cotton, apples, cattle, herring, etc. Popul¬ 
ation 2,330,000. 

Taikyu,203 miles south of Keijo and situated in a 
vast fertile plain, is the principal centre for the dis¬ 
tribution of all kinds of produce in the south as well 
as the seat, of the provincial government. One of the 
four largest cities in Chosen, Taikyu is equipped with 
electric light, waterworks, telephone, and other modern 
conveniences. Great fairs are periodically held here 
which attract immense crowds from far and near. The 
.surrounding country is noted for its sericulture which 
becomes more important each year. Agriculture also 
flourishes, the apple especially being grown in large 
quantities. Taikyu is already very much to the fore 

it 



and in time will be classed with Heijo as a typical 
industrial city. The population is now 77,000 of which 
Japanese number 23,000. 

Keishu lies 43 miles from Taikyu and may be reach¬ 
ed either by rail or motor-bus- lit. was founded 
about 57 K. C. as the capital of Sinla, one of the three 
kingdoms at the time, which lasted nearly 1,000 years, 
and abounds in various interesting scenes and ruins, 
such as palaces, tombs, temples, etc., recalling the glo¬ 
rious days of Sinla and serving as material for the 
study of Oriental arts. The ruins, while showing the 
influence of Chinese art, present also native character¬ 
istics of the period and are worthy of attention. Quite 
a number of antiquities excavated in the neighbour¬ 
hood are exhibited in the local museum Keishu is 
called the Kara of Chosen because it bears some re¬ 
semblance to the old capital of Japan both in scenery 
and topography. To the north and south of the 
town are two gleaming streams, while to the east 
are green mountains and valleys. The town has a 
population of 16,800 including 600 Japanese. Among 
the various sights in this part of the country the 
best known are Bukkoku-ji and Sekktttsu-an situated 
10 miles away, the one being an ancient Buddhist temple 
with two pagodas near by and the other a sacred stone 
cave containing images of Buddha and his saints car¬ 
ved in bas-relief, and all are typically expressive of 
the style of religious architecture and art prevailing 
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iii ancient Korea. 


Kiusen, 44 miles west of Taikyu, is a town near 
the boundary of South Cluisei Province. Population 
12,000 of which 1,800 are Japanese. While the sur¬ 
rounding country is mountainous the town stands at the 
meeting point of manv local roads, and consequent¬ 
ly is a flourishing commercial centre, coming next 
to Taikyu in the province. Seven miles north-west 
is (Jhokushi-ji, a famous temple situated at the foot 
of a charming hill,, with a gold image of Buddha as its 
chiet treasure, which makes the place a Mecca for many 
pilgrims. 


SOUTH KEISHO PROVINCE 

South Keisho Province forming the south-eastern extrem¬ 
ity of the peninsula comprises 2 cities and 19 districts 
which are subdivided into 253 towns and villages. It is 
girdled by water on two sides-east and south-the south 
coast especially being much indented and fringed with 
many islands, thus presenting good fishing grounds. The 
-Rakuto-ko, one of the largest ri vers in Chosen, divides 
the province into nearly equal parts and its basin con¬ 
tains vast fertile plains. The province has a popu¬ 
lation of 2,000,000 and is the most densely populated 
part of Chosen with 2,500 to each square W. The 
chief products are rice, sake, cotton, fish, etc. 
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Fusan, 280 miles from Keijo, is the main gateway 
to Chosen and the southern terminus of the Korean 
trunk line. The harbour is excellently protected with 
a range of hills on the north-west and sentinel-like 
islands on the south, and the largest vessels afloat can 
approach the quay. The port, the oldest and largest 
in the peninsula, was once the only channel of traffic 
between Japan and Korea, but the opening of the rail¬ 
way and the improvement effected in the land and sea 
connexion at its piers have made it an important door¬ 
way to the continent, and each year adds to its expan¬ 
sion and prosperity. Fusan and Sliimonoseki (Japan) 
are joined by ferry boats which ply regularly twice 
a day between them. Fusan is the seat of the provin¬ 
cial government and has a population of 106,000 of 
which 40,000 are Japanese. Its imports and exports 
amount to over 241,800,000 yen a year. The chief ar¬ 
ticles of trade are rice, soja beans, seaweed, fish, cattle, 
hides, cotton, etc. In the centre of the town is Ryuto- 
san, a pine-clad hill with an old Japanese shrine on 
the top from which a fine view of the harbour is ob¬ 
tainable. Seven miles north of the town is a delight¬ 
ful spa called Torai lying at the foot of a charming 
hill and reached by motor or tram. Its waters, clear 
and of an alkaline nature, are said to have various 
curative effects. 

Chinkai, situated in one corner of Chinkai Bay, 
which is often likened to the Inland Sea of Japan, is 
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a naval station and also a port of call for steamers plying 
in and near the bay- The harbour is well sheltered 
from the open sea by Ivyosei Island and the headland of 
Kojo and affords good anchorage for large vessels. It 
was in this neighbourhood that Admiral Togo and his 
ships lay in wait for the Baltic fleet of Russia in 1905- 
ChinLai is now accessible by rail as well as by water. 
Population 15,000 including 4,800 Japanese. 

Masan is a pretty port at the head of Chinkai Bay 
with a screen of hills for backgi’ound. Besides com¬ 
manding a superb view of the bay it has the advant¬ 
age of being situated in tha most salubrious part of the 
peninsula. Hence it is a pleasant resort for both 
summer and winter. Old Masan is the native town, 
while Xew Masan is chiefly inhabited by Japanese and 
lias well-laid-out streets. The population is 22,900 
including 4,900 Japanese. The town is 24 miles by 
rail from Sanroshin, a town on the main line. 

Toei, 40 miles south-west of Pusan, is a great fishing 
centre situated in the southernmost part of the province. 
A regular coasting line is maintained from it to Fusan, 
Reisui, and other near ports, while motor-buses run 
to Masan and Shinsliu, towns on the railway. With 
its superb seascape and very mild climate Toei is a 
comfortable place to live in. In the vicinity are a 
number of historic ruins. Population 17,000 includ¬ 
ing 2,700 Japanese. 



Shinshu, formerly the seat of the provincial govern¬ 
ment, lies 43 miles by rail from Masan. The country 
round has rich soil and produces much cotton and 
cereals. Among the few places of interest it has may 
be mentioned Chukuseki-ro, a magnificent building on 
a cliff hundreds of feet high with the Nau-ko running 
below. The town has many establishments of local 
importance. Population 18,000 including 1,900 Japan¬ 
ese. 


Mitsuyo lies 38 miles from Fusau on the main line. 
To the south-west of the town extends a very fertile 
plain on which many Japanese are engaged in agricul¬ 
ture. The population is 11,000 of which Japanese 
number 10 per cent. At the eastern end of the town 
stands an ancient pavilion called Reinanro which com¬ 
mands a splendid view of the River Gisen gleaming 
just in front and the peaks of Rvuto and Shuan ris¬ 
ing on either side. The building is now under nation¬ 
al care as the only part remaining of the once great 
temple of Reinau. 

KOKAI PROVINCE 

Ivokai Province situated west of Keiki Province 
along the western coast is composed of 17 districts sub¬ 
divided into 211 towns and villages. Agriculturally 
this province is not remarkable oven though it contains 
vast arable lands, but with the extension of irrigation 



and land inprovement works it is destined to occupy 
a prominent place in Korean agriculture. The chief 
products are rice, beans, gold, iron, coal, fish, etc. In 
the province there are about a dozen spas and other 
resorts, of which the most popular are Kumipo and 
Chojuzan, the one noted for its sea bathing and the 
other for its mountain scenery. Population 1,417,000. 

Shariin, 120 miles north-west of Keijo and located 
in the midst of a largo plain, is an important market 
town in the west dealing chiefly in grain and pulse, and is 
also a starting point for the Kokai local line. Nine¬ 
teen miles north-west of the town is the popular hot 
spring of Shin,sen and 18 miles south-west is G'hoju- 
san, a mountain celebrated for its unique scenery. Popu¬ 
lation 17,000 including 1,200 Japanese. 

Kaishu, the seat of the provincial government, is 
situated 45 miles from Shariin on the main line and 
can be reached by motor, though trains run for half 
the distance from Shariin. Between Kaishu and Jinsan 
there is a coasting service by small steamers. The 
wide level tracts of land facing Kaishu Bay are fertile 
and well cultivated. The climate of this locality is 
mild and healthy. The town has good water, telephone, 
and electric light services, and contains many public 
offices, schools, and business houses. Population 18,000 
including 2,000 Japanese. 
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Kowshu is tlo junction for the Kenjiho Line. Tlie 
district round is a broad, cultivated plain with the 
town as centre for collecting and marketing the produce. 
The town itself is 2 miles from the railway station and 
was known as the old castle town ofKokuryu. Apple 
raising on a large scale is carried on around here and 
the fruit has the credit of being first class in quality. 
Population 7,600 including 500 Japanese. 

Kenjiho, 8 miles by rail from Ivwoshu, is situated 
on the left bank of the Daido-ko. Heijo is 28 miles 
up the stream and Chinnampo 18 miles down, both 
cities being accessible by boat. The locality is rich 
in iron-ore and coal, and here the Mitsubishi Iron¬ 
works has established a branch with a capital of 25,- 
000,000 yen, contributing largely to the prosperity of 
the town. Population 9,700 including 1,500 Japanese. 

SOUTH HEIAN PROVINCE 

South Heian Province lies in the middle west of 
the peninsula along the western coast and is divided 
into 2 cities and 14 districts comprising 165 towns and 
villages. The province has flourishing industries and 
especially noteworthy is its production of anthracite, 
salt, cattle, chestnuts, and apples. The province is 
also widely known for the many historic remains and 
ruins contained in it, among which the most interest¬ 
ing are the old sepulchres at Rakuro and Kosai which 


21 



are of rare value to students of oriental art. Popu¬ 
lation 1,140,000 

Heijo, 161 miles from Keijo, and the seat, of the 
provincial government, is the largest town and the cen¬ 
tre of commercial and industrial activities in the west. 
It stands on the right bank of the River Daido and 
occupies a most prominent economic position in the 
peninsula. This is the city in which the famous Chi- 
tzu founded his kingdom, to he supplanted afterwards 
by the kingdom of Kokuryu which prospered for 700 
years, and it abounds in historic monuments and scenes. 
Around the town are many points of interest to visit¬ 
ors; the best known of them being Botandai, a pictur¬ 
esque height overlooking the line stream within twenty 
minutes’ ride by motor, and also the site of a fierce 
battle during the Chi no-Japanese war. The popu¬ 
lation is 114,300 including 23,500 Japanese, and in 
prosperity the city ranks next to Keijo. 

Chinnampo, 34 miles by rail from Heijo on the 
main line and located near the mouth of the Daido, is 
the largest trading port in West Chosen. While it 
has a natural harbour the lack of proper provisions was 
for long keenly felt, so a dock was started in 1909 and 
completed in seven years at a great, expense, thus per¬ 
mitting of the mooring alongside of 2 steamers of the 
3,000 ton class at the sime t.irac. There is a regular line 
from this port to China and Japan in addition to the 


22 



coasting service. Population 29,000 including 5,000 
Japanese. Outside the town is Sanwa-Kaen, a beau¬ 
tiful garden well worth a visit 

Anshu, 209 miles from Keijo, is a walled town,about 
4 miles from the railway station, situated on the slope 
of a hill overlooking the beautiful Seisen-ko. As a t 
commercial market in the province Anshu ranks next 
to Heijo. Population 9,600 including 300 Japanese. 
On a liill in the northern part of the town is Hyakusho- 
ro, a Korean pavilion which was built 500 years ago 
and now preserved as a national treasure as it i.s resplen¬ 
dent with antique elegance. 

NORTH HEIAN PROVINCE 


North Eleian Province forms the north-western extrem¬ 
ity of the peninsula, facing the Yellow Sea on the west and 
adjoining Manchuria across the Yalu River. The prov¬ 
ince ranks second in area but. i.s mountainous for the 
most part and difficult of access except for those parts 
served by the railway or by water, so that, it has but few 
large towns and is sparsely inhabited. It has a popula¬ 
tion of 1,367,000distri billed in 1 city and 16 districts form¬ 
ing 193 towns and villages. The upper course of the 
Yalu is a vast forest, region constituting the chief 
source of the timber supply in Chosen, while the dis¬ 
tricts of Uusan and Shojo have long been noted for 
their gold mines worked by foreign companies. 
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Shingishn, SOS miles from Keijo, is an. open port, and 
also the provincial capital. The town stands on the left 
hank of the Yalo, which forms the boundary between 
Chosen and China, and occupies a very important posi¬ 
tion. On the opposite side of the river is Antung, 
one of the largest cities in Manchuria, and an iron 
bridge, 3,093 feet long with a footway on either side, 
connects the two towns as well as the Korean and 
Manchurian railways. Shingislui is still young, but 
various industries are being developed here, taking 
advantage of the great navigable waters, and there is 
every sign that this western gateway of Chosen will 
grow in prosperity Among the chief industries are 
lumbering, rice-cleaning, and paper-making. In the 
amount of trade Shingislui is fifth in the trading ports 
of Chosen. Population 23,800 including 6,000 Japan¬ 
ese. The town is divided into two parts, one being the 
Korean quarter and the otiier occupied by Japanese. 
Custom-house, pier, landing-place, factories, and the 
like line the bank of the river. 

Gislui is situated about 12 miles up the river from 
Shingislui, and between the two towns there is a motor- 
bus and steamer service. Formerly Gishu occupied 
a place of great importance on the frontier, being the 
seat of the provincial government, and was surrounded 
by four walls, each pierced by a gate. In one corner 
of the town is the hill Toguntei with a pavilion on its 
summit commanding an extensive view of the Yalu, 


2t 



and during the wars with China and Russia it was 
the site of Japanese military operation. Population 
11,000 including 500 Japanese. 

Sensen, 257 miles from Keijo, is a thriving business 
centre sheltered by hills on two sides. Christianity 
is very flourishing in this town. The strip of land 
adjoining the seashore on the south-west is generally 
fertile and produces much rice, while the mountain 
district to the north lias several important gold and 
silver mines. The population is 9,600 including 400 
Japanese. 

KOGEN PROVINCE 

Kogen Province is washed !>y the Sea of .Japan on 
the east and has a long coast-line with but few indent¬ 
ations. The province stands third in point of area, but 
since the greater part of it is hilly and rocky it is not 
rich in agricultural production and consequently is spar¬ 
sely settled with a population of 1,307,000 only. The 
entire province is divided into 21 districts comprising 
177 towns and villages. Perhaps the only pride of 
the province is Kongo-san, a mountain group of such 
grand scenery as to lie comparable in effect to the Yo- 
semite Valley in America The chief products are 
rice, millet, beans, etc. 

Shunsen is about 5S miles north-east of Keijo and 
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can be readied by motor-bus which runs there twice 
a day. The town is sungly sheltered amongst mountains 
and stretches from north to south along the Shoyo-ko, 
a sister stream of the upper Kan-ko. In the rear of 
the town rises Hogi-san, a pleasing mountain 990 feet 
high A8 the seat of the provincial government Shun- 
sen contains several important offices, schools, and bus¬ 
iness houses. Population 7,800 including 1,400 Japan¬ 
ese. 

Tetsugen, 62 miles north of Keijo, is situated, on a 
mountain-girt plateau and holds a position of increas¬ 
ing importance as the starting point of the electric 
line for Kongosan. Tetsugen has two enterprises re¬ 
cently started on a very large scale, the one concerned 
with electric power, the other with irrigation. A 
few miles distant is an a historic temple called Shingen- 
ji. It has no architectural beauty to boast of but the 
scenery is fine with a group of hills rising behind 
Population 12,500 including 700 Japanese. 

SOUTH KANKYO PROVINCE 

South Kanlcyo Province occupies the north-eastern 
part of the peninsula and faces the Sea of Japan for 
a long distance. It embraces 1 city and 16 districts 
divided into 141 towns and villages. The west and 
north of the province are occupied by mountains and 
valleys rich in forests and minerals, while along 
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the coast are found some fertile lands, but owing to 
the comparative scarcity of Hat arable areas the prov¬ 
ince is sparsely populated though it is the largest of all 
the provinces. Population 1,361,000. 

Kanko, 217 miles hj- rail north of Keijo, is the seat 
of the provincial government and has a population of 
33,000 of which 4,500 are Japanese. The town is pleas¬ 
ingly situated at the foot of Mount Banryu with open 
fields in front and the River Josen flowing along the 
south-western part of it Among the few sights is 
the Manzai-bashi, along, beautiful bridge over the river, 
from which a fine view is enjoyable. Kanko is also 
historically renowned as the cradle of the founder of 
the Yi Dynasty. Various important offices, schools, 
etc , are found in the town. In the vicinity is the 
famous Kanko Colliery with an output of 150 tons a 
day under the management of a private company. 

Gensan, 140 miles north of Keijo and situated on 
Eiko Bay, is the finest port on the east coast of the 
peninsula. Two promontories jutting out north and 
south of it, and a few green-crested islets outside the 
bay form for it a natural breakwater. The harbour 
works started years ago are now completed, and all 
ships plying between West Japan and Vladivostok 
make regular calls here. The total value of trade at 
this port is estimated at 27,000,000 yen, the chief arti¬ 
cles of export being rice, beans, cattle, timber, char- 
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coal, graphite, fruit, and fish. Gensan was opened in 
1891, and has since made such considerable progress 
that it now ranks among the leading Korean ports. 
The population is over 35,000 including 9,200 .Japanese. 
At the eastern ond of the town is Shotoen, a very beau¬ 
tiful beach with green pines skirting it, and in the 
summer season there is always a great rush of people 
to this ideal resort. 

Seikoshin is a small port 10 miles by rail from Kan- 
ko, and coasting steamers call here at frequent inter¬ 
vals. The adjacent .sea is a valuable fishing ground 
There is a charming beach near by with shallow and clear 
water, and in summer temporary accommodation is pro¬ 
vided for visitors. The town is developing with great 
rapidity and has a population of some 2,000 at present. 

NORTH KANKYO PROVINCE 

North Kankyo Province forms the northernmost 
part of the peninsula, bordering the Sea of Japan on 
the east and Maritime Province and Manchuria on the 
north, from which it is separated by the River Tumen. 
It comprises 1 city and 11 districts including 81 towns 
and villages. It has a population of 619,000 showing 
itself the least populated province in all Chosen. How¬ 
ever, it holds possibilities for future industrial devel¬ 
opment, for the interior has many forests, arable 
lands, and above all inexhaustible deposits of coal, while 
tire adjacent seas abound in fish. 
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Seishin, 205 miles from Gensan, is an important 
port and the commercial centre of North Chosen. Up 
to the time of the Russo-Japanese War it was a mere 
fishing hamlet and its growth began when it was made 
an open port in 1908. Since the opening of the nor¬ 
thern section of the Katikyo Hail way it has become 
more thriving, and the population is now 21,500 includ¬ 
ing 6,400 Japanese. The harbour is deep and offers 
comfortable anchorage to large ships, but its broad 
entrance making it a prey to high waves is a disad¬ 
vantage and steps are being taken to overcome this 
handicap. The majority of the articles imported from 
Japan are SL>nt to the hinterland through this gateway, 
so it is expected that completion of the remaining sec¬ 
tion of tlie line between Seisbin and Geusan will add 
greatly to the prosperity of the port. 

Rattan, 9 miles by rail south of Yujo on the Sei-kai 
Line and the headquarters of the garrison as well as 
the seat of the provincial government, is sheltered by 
hills on the east, west, and south, while a stream flows 
along the north-eastern part of it. As a new town built 
after the Russo-Japanese war the streets are regularly 
laid out, radiating from a circular space in the centre 
of it. Rauan is developing with marvelous rapidity 
and its inhabitants number 12,600 of whom 5,600 are 
Japanese. Year Shuotsu Station, 12 miles south, is 
the hot spring of Shuotsu, one of the most renowned 
health resorts in Chosen, which can be reached in 



twenty minutes by motor from that station. 

Joshin, 124 miles north of Gensan, is an open port 
on the east coast, Situated at the southern end of the 
province it occupies an important place in trade as a 
distribution centre for goods from the interior of the 
two Kaukyo provinces. The town extends along the 
coast from north to south with a headland jutting out 
into the sea to protect it from rough seas. Popula¬ 
tion 9,500 of which Japanese number 1,300. 

Kyojo is situated 5 miles south of Ranan. Goson 
River flows in front of the town while Mount Shogan 
rises at its back. It is a walled town, though the 
fortifications with four great gates and seven look-outs 
built 300 years ago are now all but crumbling ruins, 
However, the tower over the south gate still retains 
its old form and is a monument of the days when the town 
was the great stronghold of the North. Population 
15,000 including 354 Japanese. 

Kainei, 58 miles north of Seishin, is the terminus of 
the railway from Seishin. Surrounded by a fertile 
plain and situated on the right hank of the Tumen, 
beyond which lies the district of Cliientao, the town 
occupies a very important place in the trade with 
North Manchuria, being traversed by one of the great 
highways joining the two lands. When the Tumen is 
frozen over during the winter the river is quite busy with 



traffic. Population 21,500 including 6,500 Japanese. 


Yuki, 47 miles by water from Seisliin, is an oqjeu port 
on the northern frontier coast. The port is young 
and growing rapidly since its position makes it of im¬ 
portance in the trade connexion between North Chosen 
and her neighbours. The harbour itself is a very ex¬ 
cellent one and affords ample accommodation for large 
ships, so on completion of the harbour improvements 
now under way the port will become more prosperous 
in every way. Population 5,500 including 900 Japan¬ 
ese. 


KONGO-SAN 

Kongo-san, or Diamond Mountain as it is better 
known by foreigners, is situated in the province of Imo¬ 
gen near the east coast and is part of the great moun¬ 
tain range forming the backbone of the peninsula. The 
mountain, about 50 miles in circumference, consists of 
a large cluster of countless rocky peaks reputed to 
number “twelve thousand”. All the peaks are very 
rugged and fantastic in form, towering boldly into the 
sky from a wild growth of primeval sylvan vegetation 
below, and embrace numerous ravines and canyons 
through which run crystal waters ainid and over huge 
rocks of grotesque shape. It is these streams that 
impart infinite charm to the mountain scenery as they 
rush down in many sparkling falls before settling for 



a while in deep, emerald-green pools, creating of it a 
veritable fairyland. Altogether, it is the form not 
the height of the rocky peaks in the mountain that 
makes it a sight at once unique and wonderful, as the 
rocks, composed for the most part of coarse biotite- 
granite, arc diversified through the process of thousands 
of winters’ weathering into all manner of fanciful forhis, 
and these, seen from afar, present a purplish-brown 
colour which adds greatly to their grandeur and im¬ 
pressiveness. This is most strikingly typified in Bam- 
butsuso, perhaps the finest part of the mountain. The 
admirable beauty of the mountain, displayed in its end¬ 
less variety of scenic features, is highly and justly 
appreciated by Mr. Yuho Kikuehi, an eminent Japan¬ 
ese novelist, who lias a personal acquaintance with it. 

“To me” says he, “Kongo-san is one of the greatest 
sights of nature I have seen. Yabakei in Kyushu, Japan, 
is the nearest approach to it though on a far smaller 
scale. Yet a hundred Yabakei would not suffice to 
illustrate the majestic and mystic features of Kongo-san, 
so magnificent and so grotesque are its valleys. No 
one would, I venture to think, object to its being 
called a most notable world mountain”. Indeed, the 
mountain has been held by Koreans in great esteem from 
of old, and they are so proud of it as to say, “Do not 
discuss scenic beauty until you have seen Kongo-san”. 

The mountain popularly goes under three names. 
The western side of it facing inland is called Uchi or 
Inner Kongo, and the eastern side looking toward the 
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sea, S^'to or Outer Kongo, while the extension of it 
jutting into the sea in broken masses near Kojo is 
known by the name L'mi or Sea Kongo. Besides, 
there is Shin or Xew Kongo lying to the south-east 
and recently introduced to the outside world by a 
Japanese artist. Of the innumerable interesting views 
the best known are Banibutsuso, Kyurvu-en, Biroho, 
Bogun-dai, etc., each possessed of its own charac¬ 
teristic beauty. 

The early history of the mountain is shrouded in 
mystery. If it is true that the name Kongo was taken 
from the Buddhist Scriptures, as some think, then it 
suggests the great antiquity of its fame dating as early 
as three thousand years ago. A sacred mountain, it 
was once the heart of Buddhism in Korea, and the 
temples and cloisters on it in the height ol their glory 
numbered, it is said, as many as 108. But the de¬ 
cline of Buddhism brought ruin to many of them, and 
there are now no more than 30, the majority of which 
are found in Inner Kongo. Among the temples and 
cloisters still standing may be mentioned Yuten-ji (the 
largest of all), Choau-ji, Shinkei-ji, Hyokun-ji, Shovo-ji 
Mak ayun, etc. 

There are two routes to Kongo-sau, t.he one from 
Tetsugeu on the Kei-Gen Line to Choan-ji, a starting 
point for the ascent of Inner Kongo, and the other from 
Gensan on the same line by land or water via Chan- 
zen to Onseiri, a gateway to either Outer or Sea Kongo. 
Beyond Choau-ji or Onseiri one must be prepared to 
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tread steep narrow zigzag paths. It would lie, how¬ 
ever, the height of folly to give up Jvongo-san because 
of the arduousness of the passage, for the enchanting 
panoramic view unrolling itself at every turn is more 
than enough to recompense one for the labour. 

Tlie best season for visiting the mountain is mid-au¬ 
tumn, when the country enjoys an unbroken spell of 
ideal weather for outings and the entire mountain is 
agleam with the gorgeous tints of autumn foliage. The 
next preferable season is spring as the cherry trees 
and azaleas are in glorious bloom between April and 
May and are accompanied with a luxuriant verdure 
of young leaves. Summer is also a good time for 
those desiring to escape the heat, for it is delightfully 
cool on the mountain, though it has the drawback of 
the rainy season falling within the early part of it. 
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Population of Principal Cities and Towns 
(End of 1925) 


Korean Japanese Foreign Total 


Keiki Province 


Keijo 

220,176 

77,811 

4,724 

302,711 

Jinsen 

39,863 

11,617 

2,113 

53,593 

Kaijo 

43,106 

1,353 

187 

44,646 

Yeitolio 

4,928 

839 

70 

5,837 

S'ligen 

9,058 

1,263 

51 

10,374 

North Chusei Province 




Seishu 

8,977 

2,633 

179 

11,789 

Chushu 

5,456 

838 

78 

6,372 

South Chusei Province 




Koshu 

8,138 

1,702 

145 

10,035 

Taiden 

3,770 

5,091 

140 

9,001 

Clioohiin 

4,884 

1,161 

124 

6,169 

Kokei 

7,844 

1,553 

197 

9,594 

North Zenra Province 




Zenshu 

17,283 

3,498 

198 

20,977 

Kunsan 

13,486 

7,074 

467 

21,027 

Riri 

4,537 

3,815 

124 

8,476 

Seiyu 

7,493 

1,109 

117 

8,724 

South Zenra Province 




Kwoshu 

16,838 

4,024 

*175 

21,037 

Mokpo 

18,815 

6,709 

238 

26,792 

Slioteiri 

8,223 

1,140 

113 

9,486 




Junta ii 


8,151 

785 

73 

9,012 

Keisui 


6,493 

1,471 

43 

8.012 

Kasim 


5,857 

775 

25 

6,657 

North Keisiio 

I’rovince 




Taikyu 


49,450 

22,143 

534 

72,127 

Keishti 


(1,402 

558 

33 

6,993 

Kinsen 


10,677 

1,833 

137 

12,647 

Hoko 


4,849 

2,261 

56 

7,156’* 

Auto 


6,668 

653 

39 

7,360 

Shoshu 


8,466 

1,833 

87 

9,632 

South Keisiio 

i’rov 

ince 




Pusan 


63,204 

39,756 

562 

103,522 

Masai i 


16,331 

4,821 

109 

21,314 

Sliinshu 


15,110 

1,966 

72 

17,147 

Toei 


14,049 

2,698 

37 

16,784 

Torai 


6,756 

367 

11 

7,134 

Mitsuyo 


10,156 

1,109 

71 

11,336 

Kokai Province 





Kai.slm 


15,121 

1,977 

191 

17,289 

Shari in 


12,560 

1,172 

325 

14,058 

Keujiho 


7,012 

2,416 

291 

9,719 

Kowsliu 


7,056 

488 

54 

7,598 

Sainei 


6,165 

238 

64 

6,467 

South Heian 

Pros - 

ince 




Ileijo 


85,898 

22,529 

860 

109,285 

Chinnampo 

21,705 

4,634 

1,022 

27,361 

Anshn 


9,272 

288 

78 

9,638 

North Heian 

Prov: 

ince 




Shingislru 

13,263 

5,944 

3,930 

23,137 



Gislni 

10,341 

535 

270 

11,140 

Sensen 

9,147 

383 

157 

9,687 

Kokai 

8,435 

530 

121 

9,091 

Teishu 

5,530 

814 

201 

0,605 

liokuchin 

7,304 

170 

701 

8,301 

Kogen Province 





Shunsen 

4,398 

1,301 

57 

5,810 

Tetsugen 

8,225 

790 

105 

9,120 

Koryo 

5,120 

581 

30 

5,737 

South KaiiUyo Province 




Gensan 

23,974 

8,750 

808 

33,533 

Kan ko 

20,277 

4,373 

255 

30,905 

Ilok usei 

9,095 

601 

83 

10,379 

Yeiko 

5,091 

346 

74 

5,511 

North Kankyo i’rov 

inee 



Seishin 

13,307 

0,120 

1,090 

20,583 

Kalian 

0,110 

5,332 

358 

11,809 

Kainei 

10,153 

2,276 

340 

12,775 

Kyojo 

4,747 

250 

35 

5,032 

Joshiu 

7,944 

1,381 

272 

9,597 

Ynki 

4,384 

829 

332 

5,545 
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